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Eleventh Meeeting of the Latin Club 

The eleventh regular meeting of The New York 
Latin Club is called for Saturday, February 27th, at 
12 M, in the Hotel Albert, corner of University 
Place and Eleventh street, New York. _ Professor 
N G McCrea, of Columbia University, will address 
the club on "The Papers of the College Entrance 
Board". All persons who are interested, whether 
teachers of Latin or not, are cordially invited to be 
present. The plan is to serve luncheon (50 cents a 
plate for everybody) at 12 M. promptly, so that 
there shall lie no delay. The address will follow the 
luncheon, and adjournment will occur about 2 PM, 
thus leaving the afternoon still unbroken for those 
who attend. Please send a postal card at once to 
the Scc'ry. Mr A L Hodges. 309 W 101st, N Y. if 
you intend to be present, so that we may inform 
Mr. Frenkel, the proprietor of the hotel, how many 
to expect Please attend to this at once. 

H H BICE. President 
A L HODGES, Secretary 

ALLEN AND GREENOUGH'S NEW 
LATIN GRAMMAR 

The first edition of Allen and Greenough's 
Latin Grammar was published in 1872. Re- 
vised editions followed in 1877 an ^ 1888. The 
edition of 1888 was the work of Professor 
Greenough, assisted by G L Kittredge, Pro- 
fessor of English at Harvard. Both the origi- 
nal editors now are dead ; but in the life-time 
of Professor Greenough, a third revision was 
planned and actually begun. After his death 
the work of revision was carried out in accord- 
ance with plans that had received his approval. 
The editors engaged in this work were Pro- 
fessor Kittredge, A A Howard, Professor of 
Latin at Harvard, and B L D'Ooge of the 
Michigan State Normal College. The services 
of Professor E S Sheldon of Harvard were 
secured for the ten pages dealing with pho- 
netics and phonology. The notes on histori- 
cal and comparative syntax were revised by 
Professor E P Morris of Yale. After the 
death of Professor Greenough the publication 



of the volume was supervised by M Grant 
Daniell, until recently principal of the Chaun> 
cey Hall School, Boston. 

Since 1888 many grammatical theories have 
been advanced, evidence with regard to Latin 
syntax has been offered in hundreds of mono- 
graphs, and much greater skill has been at- 
tained in the art of typography. The editors 
have endeavored to incorporate in this revision 
the latest results of scholarship the world 
over, and to make the grammar as convenient 
for use as possible by rearrangement, where 
necessary, and by the adoption of a new scheme 
of type display. We shall note some of the 
changes made as indicative of the general plan 
of revision. (Unless otherwise stated, all the 
sections referred to in this paper, will be cited 
by the numbers given them in the revision of 
1888.) 

New views regarding Latin syntax have ne- 
cessitated a great number of changes in smalt 
details: — The Potential Subjunctive, 311a, 
and the Subjunctive of Modesty, 311b, are no 
longer treated under Conditional Sentences, 
but are now classed under the one head, Po- 
tential Subjunctive, and immediately follow 
268, coordinate with the Hortatory. Optative, 
and Deliberative. The Dative of Separation, 
229a, b, formerly classed under Dative with 
Compounds, now follows 236 as a special case 
of the Dative of Reference. Other transfers 
of this character are, 237c to 238a; 238c to 
237 after e ; 240a to 238 after a. 

Several divisions have been greatly im- 
proved by presenting, in a new form, subject- 
matter which for the most part is unmodified. 
For example, in the division on Letters and 
Sounds, the relative position of the sections 
has been changed and several of the statements 
have been recast. The division on Temporal 
clauses has received similar treatment, especial- 
ly that part which deals with Cum Temporal. 
The chapter on Derivation has been thorough- 
ly revised, and the Third Declension has been 
rewritten. 

The improvement made in the divisions just 
named deserves special mention. The state- 
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merits are simple and clear ; their arrangement 
logical. The examples are wisely chosen, and 
are presented in such a way that they easily 
can be applied and understood. A few specific 
instances will be given :-=- In 9a (ed of 1903) 
we definitely learn how the quantity of a syl- 
lable is measured. In note 1, under 11c, "com- 
mon quantity" receives an explanation which 
can be understood at once. The distinction be- 
tween the uses of Cum Descriptive and Cum 
Definitive is illustrated in note 3 under 546 by 
examples which draw the line with clearness 
and precision, — a feature very unusual in 
Latin grammars so far as this particular dis- 
tinction is concerned. Finally, we mention the 
most excellent scheme (beginning with 236a) 
for displaying groups of suffixes and also lists 
of words containing them. 

In order to secure a more logical classifica- 
tion and an improved arrangement of material, 
the position of several sections has been 
changed, and some have been omitted. An 
incomplete list follows: — 

Changes in Part I: — 92 follows 149c; 130, 
131, 132, and 133 (the lists of verbs) are car- 
ried to the end of the article on Verbs. 

Changes in Part II : — i88d and e follows 
207c; 173, 1, and 241 precede 213; 173, 2 is 
stated in 240, f. 

Changes from Part I to Part II: — 93 (ex- 
cept c) follows 191 ; 93c follows 202e; 102 fol- 
lows I95d; 150 is found in 209; 151 is found 
in 207. 

Omissions: — I4d; I7a-c; 30a; 66, 67; 68N; 
70b; 349-353 (except 351b) ; 357l>; 375* J 3^4; 
pages 433-437. Of the parts omitted, some 
were repetitions, others were regarded as un- 
essential. 

What material may be omitted altogether, 
must be determined by the degree of advance- 
ment of the pupils for whom the grammar is 
intended. Much can be said in favor of a 
Latin grammar for secondary schools, that 
omits all material not necessary to the study 
of Latin as taught in these schools. A discus- 
sion of this proposition, however, does not fall 
within the province of this paper; for Allen 
and Greenough's New Latin Grammar is in- 
tended for "schools and colleges". Such a 
grammar must contain the material necessary 
to the study of secondary Latin and to that of 
college Latin as well. On the other hand, we 
believe that Latin grammars of this kind more 
often contain too much than too little, and 
.that, by involved statements, superfluous ex- 



amples, and numerous word lists, they tend to 
1 confuse rather than to' aid the pupil. There- 
fore, in our opinion, the omission of material 
not absolutely necessary to the purpose, is a 
feature of the book to oe commenced. 

Possibly, more omissions could have been 
made without serious detriment to the pupil's 
practical knowledge of Latin. But, as said 
before, the twofold purpose of this grammar 
demands that it not only satisfy the require- 
ments of the secondary school course, but that 
it be comprehensive enough to satisfy the re- 
quirements of the college course also. For this 
reason, less practical topics must be treated. 
This dual nature of the grammar, however, 
presents a difficult problem to the editor. He 
should make it possible for the pupil of the 
secondary school to disregard that which is 
not necessary to his purpose. At the same 
time he should present to the college student a 
general view of Latin grammar. To each 
should be given a correct conception of the 
relative importance of every topic brought to 
his notice. 

For the purpose of attaining these ends, two 
methods, seen in the grammars now in general 
use, are open to the editor. The tendency of 
the one method is towards a loose classifica- 
tion : i. e. giving to each topic a section num- 
ber, regardless of its relative importance to 
other topics. The tendency of the other 
method is toward a rigidly logical and detailed 
classification which necessitates the use of 
many terms new to the class room and often- 
times to the teacher as well. The first of these 
methods is objectionable, because it does not 
give a correct conception of the relative im- 
portance of the topics presented. For ex- 
ample, if 200 defines the subject of the sen- 
tence, and 201 states that the subject is some- 
times omitted, the pupil is led to believe that 
the two topics are of equal importance. The 
second of these methods is also objectionable, 
because a rigid psychological analysis brings 
into undue prominence headings too general, 
or too detailed for practical use; thus forcing 
them upon the secondary pupil, by whom they 
ought to be disregarded altogether. The em- 
phasis placed by one grammar on the volilive 
subjunctive is an instance of a too general 
heading unduly emphasized, and a classifica- 
tion of the use of the subjunctive which takes 
an entire paee of another grammar is an ex- 
ample of undue emphasis placed on headings 
that are too minute. 
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The New Latin Grammar is an examp'e of 
the golden mean. "The editors have seen no 
occasion to change long settled nomenclature 
or to adopt novel classifications when the usual 
terms and categories have proved satisfac^ 
tory". Topics loo general or tco detailed tor 
ordinary use and yet necessary to a general 
view ol Latin grammar are given in a very 
small type. Sections dealing with top»:s of 
importance to pupils of any grade employ a 
much larger type. Examples and explana- 
tions are given in a type intermediate in size 
to' those just mentioned. Words demanding 
especial emphasis are in italics or black letters. 
The headings of the various divisions both 
principal and subordinate have a particular 
size and style of type for each division which 
mark its place in the general scheme of classi- 
fication. In short, the typography of the book 
is excellent, and will be of great assistance to 
the pupil in mastering facts and principles of 
Latin grammar, and in giving to each its rela- 
tive value. 

There are two indexes: one of verbs that 
gives page reference, number of conjugation, 
and the principal parts ; the other words, sub- 
jects, and often, phrases. A list of the au- 
thors cited in the grammar is given together 
with the date of each author and a list of his 
works. Parallel columns containing the sec- 
tion numbers of the old and the new editions 
make it possible to use the new edition with 
all texts giving references to the old. 

In our judgment, but few adverse criticisms 
can be made. The lists (ed of 1903) under 
236b, c ; 241a ; 244 ; 254-267 should be arranged 
like those, for example, under "4^. 135, 137, 
It;6-ISQ. and 221 should be given only in Part 
II which deals with Syntax. 348 should have 
a separate heading like its coordinates. 349 & 
350. These errors, however, are of minor im- 
portance and can easily be remedied in a sub- 
sequent issue. 

The book as a whole is much superior to its 
jSredecessor and reflects great credit upon all 
who shared in its compilation. 

A I Dotey 
DeWitt Clinton H S 
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